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This fascinating study of devotional images traces their historical links to important strains of American
culture. David Morgan demonstrates how popular visual images—from Warner Sallman's "Head of Christ"
to velvet renditions of DaVinci's "Last Supper” to illustrations on prayer cards—have assumed central roles
in contemporary American lives and communities.

Morgan's history of popular religious images ranges from the late Middle Ages to the present day and
analyzes what he calls "visual piety," or the belief that images convey. Rather than isolating popular icons
from their social contexts or regarding them as merely illustrative of theological ideas, Morgan situates both
Protestant and Catholic art within the domain of devotional practice, ritual, personal narrative, and the sacred
space of the home. In addition, he examines how popular icons have been rooted in social concerns ranging
from control of human passions to notions of gender, creedal orthodoxy, and friendship. Also discussed is
the coupling of images with textsin the attempt to control meanings and to establish markers for one's
community and belief. Drawing from the fields of music, sociology, theology, philosophy, psychology, and
aesthetics,Visual Piety isthe first book to bring to specialist and lay reader alike an understanding of
religious imagery's place in the social formation and maintenance of everyday American life.
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From reader reviews:
Marian Sheffield:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular
Religious Images. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how
isimportant the book Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images. Y ou can add
information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can realize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Vivian Nava;

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare timeto try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extratime?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question because
just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guarderia until university need this particular Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular
Religious Images to read.

Adeline Bonds:

ThisVisua Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Visua Piety: A History and Theory of Popular
Religious Images can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying
food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is actualy
handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditionsin e-book and printed types.
Beside that this Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day activity. So, let'shaveit and revel in reading.

Leroy Moore;

Often the book Visual Piety: A History and Theory of Popular Religious Images has alot of information on
it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after scanning this book.
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