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Among Nashville’s many slogans, the one that best reflects its emphasis on manners and decorum is the
Nashville Way, a phrase coined by boosters to tout what they viewed as the city’s amicable race relations.
Benjamin Houston offers the first scholarly book on the history of civil rights in Nashville, providing new
insights and critiques of this moderate progressivism for which the city has long been credited.

Civil rights leaders such as John Lewis, James Bevel, Diane Nash, and James Lawson who came into their
own in Nashville were devoted to nonviolent direct action, or what Houston calls the “black Nashville Way.”
Through the dramatic story of Nashville’s 1960 lunch counter sit-ins, Houston shows how these activists
used nonviolence to disrupt the coercive script of day-to-day race relations. Nonviolence brought the threat
of its opposite?white violence? into stark contrast, revealing that the Nashville Way was actually built on a
complex relationship between etiquette and brute force. Houston goes on to detail how racial etiquette forged
in the era of Jim Crow was updated in the civil rights era. Combined with this updated racial etiquette,
deeper structural forces of politics and urban renewal dictate racial realities to this day.

In The Nashville Way, Houston shows that white power was surprisingly adaptable. But the black Nashville
Way also proved resilient as it was embraced by thousands of activists who continued to fight battles over
schools, highway construction, and economic justice even after most Americans shifted their focus to
southern hotspots like Birmingham and Memphis.
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From reader reviews:

Jake Leslie:

With other case, little people like to read book The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for
Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.). You can choose
the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of book The
Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics and Culture
in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Samuel Lester:

The book The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City
(Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book The
Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics and Culture
in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.)? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City
(Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.) has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Ryan Donahue:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Nashville Way: Racial
Etiquette and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-
Century South Ser.) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Larry Turner:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have



to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely The Nashville Way: Racial Etiquette and the Struggle for
Social Justice in a Southern City (Politics and Culture in the Twentieth-Century South Ser.). This book and
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right
up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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