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Art Pepper told his sexy, sordid, and exciting true adventure stories to his lover, Laurie, who put them in a
book. She quizzed him (and those who knew him) unrelentingly over seven years, editing and structuring a
narrative to which she dedicated all her energy. Straight Life by Art and Laurie Pepper (Da Capo) was
published in 1979. It was critical success and remains a classic of its kind, the subject of college literary and
music studies. Laurie went on to marry Art and manage his resurgent career, touring the world with his band.

“Why I Stuck with a Junkie Jazzman” was the headline some editor gave a newspaper interview Laurie did
while the band was in Australia in 1981, and she’s now stolen that “that perfect title” for her memoir. ART:
Why I Stuck with a Junkie Jazzman  (APMCorp), describes her marriage to the deeply troubled, drug-
addicted, madly gifted artist. “That marriage was the making of me,” says Laurie. “Some people go to grad
school or join the Marines. I married a genius who valued and inspired me and challenged me to use MY
gifts. We had a difficult, powerful partnership. I had to tell that story.” She says she also needs to set the
record straight and clarify her role: “People think I was some kind of little wifey-saint who rescued him. And
Art encouraged them in that. But he knew how truly crazy I could be. We rescued each other.”

ADVANCE PRAISE FOR "ART"
Forged at the collision point of true art and real life, this brutally honest book is an engrossing journey across
the hard countries of love and loss and redemption. It inspires the belief that love can overcome all obstacles
and that creative talent knows no bounds. It was impossible for me to put it down.
—Michael Connelly, Author of the Harry Bosch series of novels

“I was no angel,” Laurie Pepper advises at the start of this stingingly candid memoir, and in truth she is a
wonderfully devilish writer, her pen a razor dipped in sulfur, her memory a lead-lined cave from which
nothing escapes or goes unexamined. Everyone who knows the skillful craftsmanship she brought to Straight
Life, the masterpiece she made of Art Pepper’s life, will find it here again, in service to her own story, which
would be reason enough to celebrate this gripping book. But there is another: a wittingly different
perspective on Art’s tale—this good wife was every inch his match.
—Gary Giddins, Author of Bing Crosby: A Pocketful of Dreams and Celebrating Bird

Music, love, gossip—along with mania and addiction, pain and calamity: Laurie Pepper writes with grace
and candor about all of it. Joining Straight Life as one of the best jazz lives, and telling the story behind that
great story, her new book deserves all the meanings of “Art” in its title.
—Robert Pinsky, Poet
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From reader reviews:

Ida Vanwormer:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This ART: Why I Stuck with a Junkie Jazzman book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer of ART: Why I Stuck with a Junkie Jazzman content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So
, do you nevertheless thinking ART: Why I Stuck with a Junkie Jazzman is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Patricia McGuire:

The guide untitled ART: Why I Stuck with a Junkie Jazzman is the guide that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write
the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of ART: Why I Stuck with a Junkie Jazzman from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Timothy Holeman:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be go through. ART: Why I Stuck with a Junkie Jazzman can be your answer mainly because it can
be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Lloyd Gilbert:

This ART: Why I Stuck with a Junkie Jazzman is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this ART: Why I Stuck with a Junkie
Jazzman can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also
knowledge.
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