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American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities chronicles the founding,
growth, and development of congregations that represent the diverse and complex reality of American local
religious cultures. Some, like Center Church in New Haven, trace their stories back to colonial times. Others,
like the Swaminarayan Hindu temple in suburban Chicago, are recent attemptsto create loca religious
worlds. Ranging from congregations of Lebanese Muslimsin Northern Canadato Latter-day Saintsin Salt
Lake City, the essays convey the distinctive character of each congregation and provide vivid evidence of the
importance of congregationsin daily life.

"This study refreshingly illuminates [congregations] strengths as places where the public and private lives of
their members meet in dynamic creativity and as havens of religious meaning and comfort in the midst of a
secular world."—Choice

"A major contribution to how debates about American religion will be framed inthe yearsahead. . . . In
giving us these case histories and a set of excellent interpretive essays, Wind and Lewis have reminded us
that American religion must be understood in its particular, local, gathered, human forms. They remind us
that congregations matter."—Nancy T. Ammerman, First Things

"Well-presented and engaging essays, by some of the foremost religious scholars working today, examining
the histories of twelve diverse religious ingtitutions. . . . A fascinating and important social history of
religion."—Kirkus Reviews

"Scholarship and the religious traditions have been enriched by the labors of the Congregational History

Project. Theologically, its pioneering research invites us to examine ourselves."—Gabriel Fackre, Christian
Century
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From reader reviews:
Walter Goodwin:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just
their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guarderia until university need this kind of American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve
Religious Communities to read.

Courtney Cook:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of themisthis
American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities.

Jessica Wilson:

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of
Twelve Religious Communities can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

JamesHarris:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities we can have more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with that book
American Congregations, Volume 1: Portraits of Twelve Religious Communities. Y ou can more attractive
than now.
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