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The Ballet of the Planets unravels the beautiful mystery of planetary motion, revealing how our
understanding of astronomy evolved from Archimedes and Ptolemy to Copernicus, Kepler, and Newton.
Mathematician Donald Benson shows that ancient theories of planetary motion were based on the
assumptions that the Earth was the center of the universe and the planets moved in a uniform circular motion.
Since ancient astronomers noted that occasionally a planet would exhibit retrograde motion--would seem to
reverse its direction and move briefly westward--they concluded that the planets moved in epicyclic curves,
circles with smaller interior loops, similar to the patterns of a child's Spirograph. With the coming of the
Copernican revolution, the retrograde motion was seen to be apparent rather than real, leading to the idea that
the planets moved in ellipses. This laid the ground for Newton's great achievement--integrating the concepts
of astronomy and mechanics--which revealed not only how the planets moved, but also why. Throughout,
Benson focuses on naked-eye astronomy, which makes it easy for the novice to grasp the work of these
pioneers of astronomy.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Vanhook:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's
Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important a new book The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's
Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion. You can add information and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize
it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Linda Livingston:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important usually. The book The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of
Planetary Motion seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's
Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion is not only giving you much more new information but also to
become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's
Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Paul Evans:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Ballet of the Planets: A
Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Tiffany Hernandez:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Ballet of the Planets: A Mathematician's Musings on the Elegance of Planetary Motion



when you essential it?
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