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Why do life-saving prescription drugs cost so much? Drug companies insist that prices reflect the millions
they invest in research and development. In this gripping exposé, Merrill Goozner contends that American
taxpayers are in fact footing the bill twice: once by supporting government-funded research and again by
paying astronomically high prices for prescription drugs. Goozner demonstrates that almost all the important
new drugs of the past quarter-century actually originated from research at taxpayer-funded universities and at
the National Institutes of Health. He reports that once the innovative work is over, the pharmaceutical
industry often steps in to reap the profit.

Goozner shows how drug innovation is driven by dedicated scientists intent on finding cures for diseases, not
by pharmaceutical firms whose bottom line often takes precedence over the advance of medicine. A
university biochemist who spent twenty years searching for a single blood protein that later became the best-
selling biotech drug in the world, a government employee who discovered the causes for dozens of crippling
genetic disorders, and the Department of Energy-funded research that made the Human Genome Project
possible--these engrossing accounts illustrate how medical breakthroughs actually take place.

The $800 Million Pill suggests ways that the government's role in testing new medicines could be expanded
to eliminate the private sector waste driving up the cost of existing drugs. Pharmaceutical firms should be
compelled to refocus their human and financial resources on true medical innovation, Goozner insists. This
book is essential reading for everyone concerned about the politically charged topics of drug pricing,
Medicare coverage, national health care, and the role of pharmaceutical companies in developing countries.
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From reader reviews:

Tamera Duckett:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The $800 Million Pill: The Truth behind the Cost of New Drugs.

Rhonda Munoz:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this The $800 Million Pill: The Truth
behind the Cost of New Drugs to read.

Josefina Roundtree:

Beside that The $800 Million Pill: The Truth behind the Cost of New Drugs in your phone, it can give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have The $800 Million Pill: The Truth behind the Cost of New Drugs because
this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss this? Find this book and also read it from today!

Gloria Engstrom:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
this The $800 Million Pill: The Truth behind the Cost of New Drugs.
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