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Seminar paper from the year 2006 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of
Siegen (FB 3 (Literatur-, Srach- und M edienwissenschaften)), course: ,, Postmodern Fiction®, 26 entriesin
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: With the attention-grabbing novel " American Psycho™" Bret
Easton Ellis entered quite a dangerous ground. The bizarre mixture of yuppie satire and splatter horror
caused reactions of scathing criticism, indignation, yes, even murder threat. As a consequence, the publishing
house that had the first contract with Ellis and was supposed to edit the novel, namely Simon & Schuster,
responded to this radical refusal and cancelled the deal already made. This decision, not to publish a book
due to the negative responds against it, meant another scandal since it was a sensation in the American
publishing business. Anyway, brushing aside all moral standards, Ellis’ shocker was published in 1991 by
Vintage books, and for awhile, the young writer became the “meistgehaldte]...] Autor der Welt” — evidently,
because critics considered his narration too pornographic, sexist, anti-women, disgusting, boring and beyond
belief. Y et, American Psycho was regarded with interest — probably last but not least because Bret Easton
Ellis had been celebrated as a great talent when publishing "Less than Zero".

Meanwhile, countless studies with many diverging approaches manifest that American Psycho may not be
condemned and dismissed as a pure splatter work glorifying violence. There are works analysing the
publication and the reception of the novel aswell as the socio-cultural background; other studies focus on
content and stylistic device, or on the motif of the serial killer as postmodern anti-hero. Additionally, some
specia analyses examine the position of the novel within the American history of censorship or even attempt
to draw aparallel from Ellis Bateman to Goethe's Faust.

Thus, it is substantiated that the interest in " American Psycho" has spread widely and quickly. And still, 15
years after its publication the ambiguous novel, which was, besides, brought to screen in 2000, offers many
subjects of discussion.

The aim of this paper is to analyse in what way and to what extent Ellis’ work is distinctive for the period of
literary postmodernism. Definitively, there are several innovative and scandal ous stratagies applied in
"American Psycho", but are these devices really symptomatic for a postmodern perception? To answer a
guestion like that, first of all, an essential condition is of course adefinition of postmodern terms. [...]
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From reader reviews:
Marilyn Washington:

This'At the edge of art and insanity': Postmodern elementsin Bret Easton Ellis "American Psycho" (1991)
usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this'At the edge of art
and insanity": Postmodern elementsin Bret Easton Ellis "American Psycho" (1991) can be one of several
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with
information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this 'At the edge of art
and insanity": Postmodern elementsin Bret Easton Ellis "American Psycho" (1991) giving you an enormous
of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it
useful in your day exercise. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

William Watts:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love 'At the edge of art and
insanity": Postmodern elementsin Bret Easton Ellis "American Psycho" (1991), you are able to enjoy both. It
is good combination right, you still desire to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh serioudly its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Carla Floyd:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work hereis
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be ‘At the edge of art and insanity': Postmodern elementsin Bret Easton Ellis
"American Psycho" (1991) why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint a person. Theinside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Robert Maas:

This'At the edge of art and insanity': Postmodern elementsin Bret Easton Ellis "American Psycho" (1991)
isnew way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit
of digest in reading this 'At the edge of art and insanity': Postmodern elementsin Bret Easton Ellis
"American Psycho" (1991) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific
book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone,



yeah | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form make them fedl drowsy even dizzy this
e-book isthe answer. So you cannot find any in reading areserve especialy thisone. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as
well as knowledge.
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