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“No two fingerprints are alike,” or so it goes. For nearly a hundred years fingerprints have represented
definitive proof of individual identity in our society. We trust them to tell us who committed a crime,
whether a criminal record exists, and how to resolve questions of disputed identity.

But in Suspect Identities, Simon Cole reveals that the history of criminal identification is far murkier than we
have been led to believe. Cole traces the modern system of fingerprint identification to the nineteenth-
century bureaucratic state, and its desire to track and control increasingly mobile, diverse populations whose
race or ethnicity made them suspect in the eyes of authorities. In an intriguing history that traverses the
globe, taking us to India, Argentina, France, England, and the United States, Cole excavates the forgotten
history of criminal identification?from photography to exotic anthropometric systems based on measuring
body parts, from fingerprinting to DNA typing. He reveals how fingerprinting ultimately won the trust of the
public and the law only after a long battle against rival identification systems.

As we rush headlong into the era of genetic identification, and as fingerprint errors are being exposed, this
history uncovers the fascinating interplay of our elusive individuality, police and state power, and the quest
for scientific certainty. Suspect Identities offers a necessary corrective to blind faith in the infallibility of
technology, and a compelling look at its role in defining each of us.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

This Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification book is not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. That Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification
without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification can bring when
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even phone. This Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification
having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Edward Thompson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and
Criminal Identification as your daily resource information.

Rose Hilton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Suspect Identities: A History
of Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Cassandra Sanderson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Suspect Identities: A History of Fingerprinting
and Criminal Identification can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you
have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Suspect
Identities: A History of Fingerprinting and Criminal Identification.
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