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The eighteenth-century Hongloumeng, known in English as Dream of the Red Chamber or The Story of the
Stone, is generally considered to be the greatest of Chinese novels--one that masterfully blends realism and
romance, psychological motivation and fate, daily life and mythical occurrences, as it narrates the decline of
a powerful Chinese family. In this path-breaking study, Anthony Yu goes beyond the customary view of
Hongloumeng as a vivid reflection of late imperial Chinese culture by examining the novel as a story about
fictive representation. Through a maze of literary devices, the novel challenges the authority of history as
well as referential biases in reading. At the heart of  Hongloumeng, Yu argues, is the narration of desire.
Desire appears in this tale as the defining trait and problem of human beings and at the same time shapes the
novel's literary invention and effect. According to Yu, this focalizing treatment of desire may well be
Hongloumeng's most distinctive accomplishment.

Through close readings of selected episodes, Yu analyzes principal motifs of the narrative, such as dream,
mirror, literature, religious enlightenment, and rhetorical reflexivity in relation to fictive representation. He
contextualizes his discussions with a comprehensive genealogy of qing--desire, disposition, sentiment,
feeling--a concept of fundamental importance in historical Chinese culture, and shows how the text
ingeniously exploits its multiple meanings. Spanning a wide range of comparative literary sources, Yu
creates a new conceptual framework in which to reevaluate this masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:

Toby Terry:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of Fiction in Dream of the
Red Chamber.. Try to face the book Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of Fiction in Dream of the
Red Chamber. as your good friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

Leslie Bergeron:

The book Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of Fiction in Dream of the Red Chamber. can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave the good thing like a book Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of Fiction in Dream of the Red
Chamber.? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Rereading the Stone:
Desire and the Making of Fiction in Dream of the Red Chamber. has simple shape but you know: it has great
and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Susan Munoz:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of Fiction in Dream of the
Red Chamber. why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kristin Sayler:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Rereading the Stone: Desire
and the Making of Fiction in Dream of the Red Chamber. which is getting the e-book version. So , try out



this book? Let's notice.
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