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Bridging analysis of political parties and political philosophy, Passions and I nterests presents eight
conceptual models of political parties with particular relevance to American democracy. Gerald Pomper, an
internationally recognized scholar, asks three questions. What meanings are attributed to parties?
Empirically, to what extent do American parties fit these concepts? How well do these different models serve
democratic interests?

The analysis encompasses a broad range of individuals, including party theorists from Michelsto Downs,
practitioners such as Martin Van Buren and Woodrow Wilson, and political philosophers from Burke to
Lenin. Beginning with Madison's definition, Pomper views parties as varying combinations of passions and
interests. He examines, both empirically and normatively, models of party as bureaucratic organization,
governing caucus, cause advocate, ideological community, social movement, urban machine, rational office-
seeking team, and personal faction.

In further explorations, he analyzes these party modelsin the light of the historical record and empirical data
on American voting behavior, then compares them to proposals for party reform in the United States. In
conclusion, Pomper evauates the contributions of U.S. political partiesto democratic values and presents a
program to strengthen the parties as institutions of American democracy.

"The growth of political parties and the extension of demacracy proceed along parallel tracks," Pomper
contends. " Competitive political parties facilitate, although they do not guarantee, a considerable measure of
popular involvement, control, and policy determination. Without them, government is more likely to
evidence authoritarianism, violence, and repression.”
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From reader reviews:
Alyson Hardy:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading books. It is agood choice in your case but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Passions and Interests: Political Party
Concepts of American Democracy is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, asthis
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Allison Car son:

Often the book Passions and Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy has alot details on
it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after looking over this book.

William Wright:

As apupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Passions and Interests: Palitical Party Concepts of American Democracy can
make you really feel more interested to read.

Alfred Gates:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. Aswe know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could a so bring us to around the world. By book
Passions and Interests: Political Party Concepts of American Democracy we can have more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best book
that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Passions and Interests:
Political Party Concepts of American Democracy. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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