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The object of this book is to present a general view of the Common Law. To accomplish the task, other tools
are needed besides logic. It is something to show that the consistency of a system requires a particular result,
but it is not all. The life of the law has not been logic: it has been experience. The felt necessities of the time,
the prevalent moral and political theories, intuitions of public policy, avowed or unconscious, even the
prejudices which judges share with their fellow-men, have had a good deal more to do than the syllogism in
determining the rules by which men should be governed. The law embodies the story of a nation's
development through many centuries, and it cannot be dealt with as if it contained only the axioms and
corollaries of a book of mathematics. In order to know what it is, we must know what it has been, and what it
tends to become. We must alternately consult history and existing theories of legislation. But the most
difficult labor will be to understand the combination of the two into new products at every stage. The
substance of the law at any given time pretty nearly corresponds, so far as it goes, with what is then
understood to be convenient; but its form and machinery, and the degree to which it is able to work out
desired results, depend very much upon its past. In Massachusetts today, while, on the one hand, there are a
great many rules which are quite sufficiently accounted for by their manifest good sense, on the other, there
are some which can only be understood by reference to the infancy of procedure among the German tribes,
or to the social condition of Rome under the Decemvirs. I shall use the history of our law so far as it is
necessary to explain a conception or to interpret a rule, but no further. In doing so there are two errors
equally to be avoided both by writer and reader. One is that of supposing, because an idea seems very
familiar and natural to us, that it has always been so. Many things which we take for granted have had to be
laboriously fought out or thought out in past times. The other mistake is the opposite one of asking too much
of history. We start with man full grown. It may be assumed that the earliest barbarian whose practices are to
be considered, had a good many of the same feelings and passions as ourselves.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Robertson:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Common Law book is readable by simply you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without
leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The Common Law content
conveys the thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Common Law is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Amanda Chatham:

Why? Because this The Common Law is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other
book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Sally McGarvey:

This The Common Law is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it
relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having bit of digest in reading this The Common Law can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books build itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

June Hargrove:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Common Law to make your personal reading
is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try
to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The
Common Law can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of the time.
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