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A major contribution to the cultural and literary history of the Victorian age, Rule of Darkness maps the
complex relationship between Victorian literary forms, genres, and theories and imperialist, racist ideology.
Critics and cultural historians have usually regarded the Empire as being of marginal importance to early and
mid-Victorian writers. Patrick Brantlinger asserts that the Empire was central to British culture as a source of
ideological and artistic energy, both supported by and lending support to widespread belief in racial
superiority, the need to transform "savagery" into "civilization," and the urgency of promoting emigration.

Rule of Darkness brings together material from public records, memairs, popular culture, and canonical
literature. Brantlinger explores the influence of the novels of Captain Frederick Marryat, pioneer of British
adolescent adventure fiction, and shows the importance of William Makepeace Thackeray's experience of
Indiato his novels. He treats a number of Victorian best sellers previously ignored by literary historians,
including the Anglo-Indian writer Philip Meadows Taylor's Confessions of a Thug and Seeta. Brantlinger
situates explorers narratives and travel ogues by such famous author-adventurers as David Livingstone and
Sir Richard Burton in relation to other forms of Victorian and Edwardian prose. Through readings of works
by Arthur Conan Doyle, Joseph Conrad, H. Rider Haggard, Rudyard Kipling, John Hobson, and many
others, he considers representations of Africa, India, and other non-British parts of the world in both fiction
and nonfiction.

The most comprehensive study yet of literature and imperialism in the early and mid-Victorian years, Rule of
Darkness offers, in addition, arevisionary interpretation of imperialism as a significant factor in later British
cultura history, from the 1880s to World War I. It is essentia reading for anyone concerned with Victorian
culture and society and, more generally, with the relationship between Victorian writers and imperialism,
‘and between racist ideology and patterns of domination in modern history.
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From reader reviews:
Dominick Carter:

This Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 tend to be reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Rule of Darkness: British Literature and
Imperialism, 1830-1914 can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-
1914 giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that
weredize it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Cleveland Bolton:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-
1914 why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to
pick up this book.

Cathleen Read:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
as compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that
need more time to be go through. Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 can be
your answer because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

William M cDowell:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This e-book Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 was filled
about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some peopl e has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
just wanted.
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