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Can you imagine sailing to the other side of the world with no hope of returning home? Life in rural Ireland
in the 1860s was tough, even after the potato famine was over. Capable young men and women with a spark
of ambition had few opportunities. Many boldly emigrated to other countries to find a better life. Mary
Neylon of Ennistimon in County Clare and John White of Letterkenny in Donegal, who arrived in Port
Chalmers in 1864 and 1865 respectively, are two such adventurers. Mary and John are the great grandparents
of the author’s wife, Margaret. We know only a few basic facts about them but, with sustained imagination,
Fraser Boyd tells the story of their early years in New Zealand. Along the way we learn what life was like for
the earliest farming families in Portobello and for those who settled in the growing towns of Port Chalmers
and Dunedin. Mary and John started by working on farms in Portobello for a year, and we see them develop
new skills and confidence. We also share in the joys and sorrows of the first years of their marriage. The
story provides a new understanding of how the rigid social and economic structures of Ireland gave way to a
new sense of community and mutual respect between landowners and their workers in this country. Going
back home was not an option. They had to succeed here.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Williams:

The book Never to Return Home: John and Mary White's Otago Story can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book
Never to Return Home: John and Mary White's Otago Story? A number of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Never to Return Home: John and Mary White's Otago Story has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world
by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Joseph Owens:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Never to Return
Home: John and Mary White's Otago Story is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Lydia Baum:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option
to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you
should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Never to Return Home: John and
Mary White's Otago Story can be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Cynthia Campbell:

Beside that Never to Return Home: John and Mary White's Otago Story in your phone, it could give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to
got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Never to Return Home: John and Mary White's Otago Story because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book



along with read it from now!
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