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When it was first published in France in 1961 as Folie et Déraison: Histoire de la Folie a I'age Classique,
few had heard of athirty-four year old philosopher by the name of Michel Foucault. By the time an abridged
English edition was published in 1967 as Madness and Civilization, Michel Foucault had shaken the
intellectual world.

Thistranglation is the first English edition of the complete French texts of the first and second edition,
including all prefaces and appendices, some of them unavailable in the existing French edition.

History of Madness begins in the Middle Ages with vivid descriptions of the exclusion and confinement of
lepers. Why, Foucault asks, when the leper houses were emptied at the end of the Middle Ages, were they

turned into places of confinement for the mad? Why, within the space of several monthsin 1656, was one

out of every hundred people in Paris confined?

Shifting brilliantly from Descartes and early Enlightenment thought to the founding of the Hépital Général in
Paris and the work of early psychiatrists Philippe Pinel and Samuel Tuke, Foucault focuses throughout, not
only on scientific and medical analyses of madness, but also on the philosophical and cultural values
attached to the mad. He also urges us to recognize the creative and liberating forces that madness represents,
brilliantly drawing on examples from Goya, Nietzsche, Van Gogh and Artaud.

The History of Madnessis an inspiring and classic work that challenges us to understand madness, reason
and power and the forces that shape them.
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From reader reviews:
Kristy Lange:

The book History of Madness can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book History of Madness? Several of
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many factsfor us. Itis
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book History of Madness has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by
open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Roderick Olin:

The guide untitled History of Madness is the guide that recommended to you to study. Y ou can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did alot of analysis when write the
book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get
the e-book of History of Madness from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Dane People:

Do you redlly one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually History of Madness why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside aswell as cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Alan Archuleta:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
soul or real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personaly.
Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this History of Madness can make you experience more interested to read.
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