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Slavery appears as afigurative construct during the English revolution of the mid-seventeenth century, and
again in the American and French revolutions, when radical s represent their treatment as a form of political
davery. What, if anything, doesfigurative, political slavery have to do with transatlantic slavery? In
Arbitrary Rule, Mary Nyquist explores connections between political and chattel slavery by excavating the
tradition of Western political thought that justifies actively opposing tyranny. She argues that as powerful
rhetorical and conceptual constructs, Greco-Roman political liberty and slavery reemerge at the time of early
modern Eurocolonial expansion; they help to create racialized “free’ national identities and their “unfreg”
counterparts in non-European nations represented as inhabiting an earlier, privative age.

Arbitrary Rule is the first book to tackle political slavery’s discursive complexity, engaging Eurocolonialism,
political philosophy, and literary studies, areas of study too often kept apart. Nyquist proceeds through
analyses not only of textsthat are canonical in political thought—by Aristotle, Cicero, Hobbes, and
Locke—but also of literary works by Euripides, Buchanan, Vondel, Montaigne, and Milton, together with a
variety of colonialist and political writings, with special emphasis on tracts written during the English
revolution. Sheillustrates how “antityranny discourse,” which originated in democratic Athens, was adopted
by republican Rome, and revived in early modern Western Europe, provided members of a“free”
community with a means of protesting a threatened reduction of privileges or of consolidating a collective,
political identity. Its semantic complexity, however, aso enabled it to legitimize racialized enslavement and
imperial expansion.

Throughout, Nyquist demonstrates how principles relating to political slavery and tyranny are bound up with

aRoman jurisprudential doctrine that sanctions the power of life and death held by the slaveholder over
daves and, by extension, the state, its representatives, or itslaws over its citizenry.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Smith:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as godl; it
means that e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the
person who don't like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Arbitrary Rule: Slavery, Tyranny, and the
Power of Life and Death.

Tammara Dej esus:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they are still students or the item for all peoplein
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book Arbitrary Rule: Slavery,
Tyranny, and the Power of Life and Death. All type of book would you see on many solutions. Y ou can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Geneva Ricks:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Arbitrary Rule: Slavery,
Tyranny, and the Power of Life and Death suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Arbitrary Rule: Slavery, Tyranny, and the Power of Life and
Deathis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
number of peoplein the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know
just before. The author explained their strategy in the ssimple way, thus al of people can easily to know the
core of this book. This book will give you alot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world on this book.

William Reyes:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to abtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Arbitrary Rule: Slavery, Tyranny, and the Power of Life and Death this guide consist
alot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented just how can
the world has grown up. The vocabulary stylesthat writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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