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The much overused word genius aptly describes only a few people in the history of civilization. Leonardo da
Vinci (1452-1519) unquestionably belongs in this elite group. Anyone who has looked in amazement at the
Mona Lisa, The Last Supper, or the many drawings that sprang from his fertile imagination may wonder how
he accomplished these astounding works of art. Fortunately for posterity, Leonardo left his Treatise on
Painting, essentially a primer for students interested in learning the craft of drawing and painting.
Even a quick perusal of this multifaceted work will reveal the great artist's famously keen powers of
observation and his scientific approach to the study of nature. He begins with careful instructions on drawing
the main features of human anatomy, then moves on to techniques of rendering motion and perspective. He
discusses aspects of good composition; inventiveness; the expression of various emotions; creating effects of
light, shadow, and color; and many other subtle points of artistic composition. Throughout Leonardo stresses
the importance of meticulous study of the subjects to be rendered and the need for assiduous practice: "Those
who become enamored of the practice of the art without having previously applied to the diligent study of
the scientific part of it may be compared to mariners who put to sea in a ship without rudder or compass, and
therefore cannot be certain of arriving at the wished-for port."
This outstanding edition - complete with anatomical drawings by the French classicist master Nicholas
Poussin (1594-1665) and geometrical illustrations by the great Italian Renaissance architect Leon Battista
Alberti (1404-1472), as well as an informative life of Leonardo and an appendix that lists the artist's
manuscripts, principal paintings, and drawings - will make an attractive addition to the libraries of art
students, art historians, and anyone interested in the works of the original "Renaissance man"
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series). Try to the
actual book A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series) as your good friend. It means that it can being your
friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is
very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Victor Shepard:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Marie Forrest:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top record in your reading list is actually A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series). This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Rita Furguson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and A Treatise on Painting (Great Minds Series) or maybe others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to
bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book likes A Treatise on
Painting (Great Minds Series) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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