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This book reflects on Western humanity's efforts to escape from history and its terrors--from the existential
condition and natural disasters to the endless succession of wars and other man-made catastrophes. Drawing
on historical episodes ranging from antiquity to the recent past, and combining them with literary examples
and personal reflections, Teofilo Ruiz explores the embrace of religious experiences, the pursuit of worldly
success and pleasures, and the quest for beauty and knowledge as three primary responses to the individual
and collective nightmares of history. The result is a profound meditation on how men and women in Western
society sought (and still seek) to make meaning of the world and its disturbing history.

In chapters that range widely across Western history and culture, The Terror of History takes up religion, the
material world, and the world of art and knowledge. "Religion and the World to Come" examines orthodox
and heterodox forms of spirituality, apocalyptic movements, mysticism, supernatural beliefs, and many
forms of esotericism, including magic, alchemy, astrology, and witchcraft. "The World of Matter and the
Senses' considers material riches, festivals and carnivals, sports, sex, and utopian communities. Finally,
"The Lure of Beauty and Knowledge" looks at cultural productions of al sorts, from art to scholarship.

Combining astonishing historical breadth with a personal and accessible narrative style, The Terror of
History is amoving testimony to the incredibly diverse ways humans have sought to cope with their
frightening history.
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From reader reviews:
Ebony L ower:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y eah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare timeto take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible The Terror of
History: On the Uncertainties of Life in Western Civilization? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. Y ou
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Margar et Gentile:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Terror of History: On the
Uncertainties of Life in Western Civilization which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
find.

Edward Orr:

Isit you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Terror of History: On the
Uncertainties of Life in Western Civilization can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new erais common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Judy Ydle:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of
news. In this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the The Terror of History: On the Uncertainties of Life in Western Civilization when you
desired it?
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