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Who won the first Daytona 500? Fans still debate whether it was midwestern champion Johnny Beauchamp,
declared the victor at the finish line, or longtime NASCAR driver Lee Petty, declared the official winner a
few days after the race. The Ghosts of NASCAR puts the controversial finish under a microscope. Author
John Havick interviewed scores of people, analyzed film of the race, and pored over newspaper accounts of
the event. He uses this information and his deep knowledge of the sport as it worked then to determine what
probably happened. But he also tells a much bigger story: the story of how Johnny Beauchamp—and his
Harlan, Iowa, compatriots, mechanic Dale Swanson and driver Tiny Lund—ended up in Florida driving in
the 1959 Daytona race.
The Ghosts of NASCAR details how the Harlan Boys turned to racing cars to have fun and to escape the
limited opportunities for poor boys in rural southwestern Iowa. As auto racing became more popular and
better organized in the 1950s, Swanson, Lund, and Beauchamp battled dozens of rivals and came to
dominate the sport in the Midwest. By the later part of the decade, the three men were ready to take on the
competition in the South’s growing NASCAR circuit. One of the top mechanics of the day, Swanson literally
wrote the book on race cars at Chevrolet’s clandestine racing shop in Atlanta, Georgia, while Beauchamp
and Lund proved themselves worthy competitors. It all came to a head on the brand-new Daytona track in
1959.
The Harlan Boys’ long careers and midwestern racing in general have largely faded from memory. The
Ghosts of NASCAR recaptures it all: how they negotiated the corners on dirt tracks and passed or spun out
their opponents; how officials tore down cars after races to make sure they conformed to track rules; the mix
of violence and camaraderie among fierce competitors; and the struggles to organize and regulate the sport.
One of very few accounts of 1950s midwestern stock car racing, The Ghosts of NASCAR is told by a man
who was there during the sport’s earliest days.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Reid:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Ghosts of NASCAR: The Harlan
Boys and the First Daytona 500 is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Annamarie Hernandez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Ghosts of NASCAR: The Harlan
Boys and the First Daytona 500, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Rebecca McGrew:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need
more time to be study. The Ghosts of NASCAR: The Harlan Boys and the First Daytona 500 can be your
answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Patricia Ramirez:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve The Ghosts of NASCAR: The Harlan Boys and the First Daytona
500 was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book you wanted.
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