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There was a moment in the 1970s when sex was what mattered most to feminists. White middle-class
women viewed sex as central to both their oppression and their liberation. Young women started to speak
and write about the clitoris, orgasm, and masturbation, and publishers and the news media jumped at the
opportunity to disseminate their views. In Desiring Revolution, Gerhard asks why issues of sex and female
pleasure came to matter so much to these "second-wave feminists." In answering this question Gerhard
reveals the diverse views of sexuality within feminism and shows how the radical ideas put forward by this
generation of American women was a response to attempts to define and contain female sexuality going back
to the beginning of the century.

Gerhard begins by showing how the "marriage experts" of the first half of the twentieth century led people to
believe that female sexuality was bound up in bearing children. Ideas about normal, white, female
heterosexuality began to change, however, in the 1950s and 1960s with the widely reported, and somewhat
shocking, studies of Kinsey and Masters and Johnson, whose research spoke frankly about female sexual
anatomy, practices, and pleasures.

Gerhard then focuses on the sexual revolution between 1968 and 1975. Examining the work of Betty
Friedan, Germaine Greer, Erica Jong, and Kate Millet, among many others, she reveals how little the diverse
representatives of this movement shared other than the desire that women gain control of their own sexual
destinies. Finally, Gerhard examines the divisions that opened up between anti-pornography (or "anti-sex")
feminists and anti-censorship (or "pro-sex") radicals.

At once erudite and refreshingly accessible, Desiring Revolution provides the first full account of the
unfolding of the feminist sexual revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Desiring Revolution: Second-wave Feminism and the Rewriting
of American Sexual Thought, 1920 to 1982.

Loretta Claybrooks:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Desiring Revolution: Second-wave
Feminism and the Rewriting of American Sexual Thought, 1920 to 1982. All type of book can you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Harriette Corwin:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Desiring Revolution: Second-wave Feminism and the Rewriting of American Sexual
Thought, 1920 to 1982 will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Leslie White:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Desiring Revolution: Second-wave
Feminism and the Rewriting of American Sexual Thought, 1920 to 1982 can be the response, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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