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The only manuscripts to survive that lead to the production of one of William Blake's published illuminated
books are those of the Songs of Innocence and of Experience, his most accessible and best-loved work. Here,
one of the world's foremost authorities on Blake's manuscripts and illuminated printing details the evolution
of this masterwork and its entire production process.

In the manuscript known as An Island in the Moon are found the beginnings of Songs of Innocence and in the
Manuscript Notebook, atreasure of the British Library, over fifty poemsin draft leading to Songs of
Experience. All of the pages in manuscript of Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience are reproduced in
color facsimile, including many of the drawings used in illustration, granting the reader a singular view of
the artist's mind at work. Michael Phillips details the stages of Blake's composition and his remarkable
technique of relief etching text and design on a single copperplate. For the first time, he demonstrates Blake's
development of selective color printing of the design in opague pigments over the original monochrome
impression. Used in producing the first copies of Songs of Experience, this second step accounts for their
dramatic contrast with the first issues of Songs of Innocence, which were hand-colored in transparent
watercolors.

Blake united Songs of Innocence and Songs of Experience in 1794 and produced copies in greater numbers
than any other work until his death. In the past, the last copies Blake made have been reproduced because of
their elaborate and expensive decoration. Phillips concentrates upon the first copies, revealing the original
conception of the work. An impressive selection of these plates are reproduced for the first time.

This beautifully illustrated book isamajor contribution to Blake studies. It will delight Blake enthusiasts and
all who are fascinated by the extraordinary processes of creation and reproduction it describes.
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From reader reviews:
Kristen Sdf:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor hasto
answer that question because just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of William
Blake to read.

Deanna Jackson:

The book untitled William Blake contain alot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works.
Y ou can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read
the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open
their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Barbara Rubio:

Isit an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This William Blake can be the
response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Rachedl Danidls:;

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book William Blake to make your own reading is
interesting. Y our own persona skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and looking at
especialy. Itisto be 1st opinion for you to like to start abook and learn it. Beside that the reserve William
Blake can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of thistime.
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