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What Greek tragedy and German philosophy reveal about the meaning of art for ethical life.

"Schmidt’s investigation of tragedy is a highly significant, powerful work, one with far-reaching
consequences. It bears on our understanding of the role of the arts and of philosophical thinking in our
culture."
?Rodolphe Gasché

In this illuminating work, Dennis J. Schmidt examines tragedy as one of the highest forms of human
expression for both the ancients and the moderns. While uncovering the specifically Greek nature of tragedy
as an exploration of how to live an ethical life, Schmidt’s elegant and penetrating readings of Greek texts
show that it was the beauty of Greek tragic art that led Kant and other German thinkers to appreciate the
relationship between tragedy and ethics. The Germans, however, gave this relationship a distinctly German
interpretation. Through the Greeks, the Germans reflected on the enigmas of ethical life and asked innovative
questions about how to live an ethical life outside of the typical assumptions and restrictions of traditional
Western metaphysics. Schmidt’s engagements with Schelling, Hegel, Hölderlin, Nietzsche, and Heidegger
show how German philosophical appropriations of Greek tragedy conceived of ethics as moving beyond the
struggle between good and evil toward the discovery of community truths. Enlisting a wide range of literary
and philosophical texts, some translated into English for the first time, Schmidt reveals that contemporary
notions of tragedy, art, ethics, and truth are intimately linked to the Greeks.

Dennis J. Schmidt is Professor of Philosophy at Villanova University. He is author of The Ubiquity of the
Finite and translator of Ernst Bloch’s Natural Law and Human Dignity.

Studies in Continental Thought?John Sallis, general editor May 2001
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From reader reviews:

Lois Cox:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the
actual book you have read is definitely On Germans and Other Greeks: Tragedy and Ethical Life.

Frank Keating:

On Germans and Other Greeks: Tragedy and Ethical Life can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing On Germans and
Other Greeks: Tragedy and Ethical Life although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Gregorio Leslie:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can satisfy
your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be study. On
Germans and Other Greeks: Tragedy and Ethical Life can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who
have those short time problems.

Jodie Jennings:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This On Germans and Other Greeks:
Tragedy and Ethical Life is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon.
If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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