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This book describes the conduct of the US-led post-9/11 war in Afghanistan. Adopting a long-term
perspective, it argues that even though Washington initially had an opportunity to achieve its security goals
and give Afghanistan a chance to enter a new era, it compromised any possibility of success from the very
moment it let bin Laden escape to Pakistan in December 2001, and found itself locked in a strategic
overreach.
Given the bureaucratic and rhetorical momentum triggered by the war on terror in America, the Bush
Administration was bound to deploy more resources in Afghanistan sooner or later (despite its focus on
Iraq). The need to satisfy unfulfilled counter-terrorism objectives made the US dependent on Afghanistan’s
warlords, which compromised the country’s stability and tarnished its new political system. The extension of
the US military presence made Washington lose its leverage on the Pakistan army leaders, who, aware of
America’s logistical dependency on Islamabad, supported the Afghan insurgents – their historical proxies -
more and more openly. The extension of the war also contributed to radicalize segments of the Afghan and
Pakistani populations, destabilizing the area further.
In the meantime, the need to justify the extension of its military presence influenced the US-led coalition into
proclaiming its determination to democratize and reconstruct Afghanistan. While highly opportunistic, the
emergence of these policies proved both self-defeating and unsustainable due to an inescapable collision
between the US-led coalition’s inherent self-interest, hubris, limited knowledge, limited attention span and
limited resources, and, on the other hand, Afghanistan’s inherent complexity. As the critical contradictions at
the very heart of the campaign increased with the extension of the latter’s duration, scale, and cost,
America’s leaders, entrapped in path-dependence, lost their strategic flexibility. Despite debates on
troops/resource allocation and more sophisticated doctrines, they repeated the same structural mistakes over
and over again. The strategic overreach became self-sustaining, until its costs became intolerable, leading to
a drawdown which has more to do with a pervasive sense of failure than with the accomplishment of any
noble purpose or strategic breakthrough.
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From reader reviews:

Glenda Rizzo:

The book Hubris, Self-Interest, and America's Failed War in Afghanistan: the Self-Sustaining Overreach can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important
thing like a book Hubris, Self-Interest, and America's Failed War in Afghanistan: the Self-Sustaining
Overreach? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Hubris, Self-
Interest, and America's Failed War in Afghanistan: the Self-Sustaining Overreach has simple shape however
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Charles Collier:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Hubris, Self-Interest, and America's Failed
War in Afghanistan: the Self-Sustaining Overreach book written by well-known writer who knows well how
to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt Hubris, Self-Interest, and America's Failed War in Afghanistan: the Self-Sustaining Overreach as good
book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't
determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Francis Griffin:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Hubris, Self-Interest, and America's Failed War
in Afghanistan: the Self-Sustaining Overreach can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating
this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your
friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Hubris, Self-Interest, and America's Failed War in Afghanistan: the Self-Sustaining
Overreach.

Karen Garcia:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,



except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something
by book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Hubris, Self-
Interest, and America's Failed War in Afghanistan: the Self-Sustaining Overreach.
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