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Like their predecessors throughout the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries, popes John Paul II and
Benedict XVI have emphasized the importance of philosophy in the Catholic intellectual tradition. In his
encyclical Fides et ratio (1998), John Paul II called on philosophers “to have the courage to recover, in the
flow of an enduringly valid philosophical tradition, the range of authentic wisdom and truth.” Where the late
pope spoke of an “enduringly valid tradition,” Jacques Maritain and other Thomists often have referred to the
“perennial tradition” or to “perennial philosophy.” Words of Wisdom responds to John Paul's call for the
development of this tradition with a much-needed dictionary of terms. As a resource for students in colleges,
universities, and seminaries, as well as for teachers of the perennial tradition and interested general readers,
Words of Wisdom occupies a unique place. It offers precise, yet clear and understandable accounts of well
over a thousand key philosophical terms, richly cross-referenced. It also explains significant terms from
other philosophical movements with which Thomism (and the Catholic intellectual tradition more generally)
has engaged—either through debate or through judicious and creative incorporation. Moreover, it identifies a
number of theological and doctrinal expressions to which perennial philosophy has contributed. Finally, it
provides a comprehensive bibliography of works by Aquinas in English, expositions and discussions of
perennial themes, and representative examples from the writings of all philosophers and theologians
mentioned in dictionary entries.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Midkiff:

The book Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make
reading through a book Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition for being
your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several
or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a guide Words of Wisdom: A
Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

John Charles:

Typically the book Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Carole Houston:

This Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition is great guide for you
because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we
can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Hugo Carter:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Words of Wisdom: A Philosophical
Dictionary for the Perennial Tradition can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?
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