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In April of 1501 Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519), now in his early fifties, was in Florence, working on a
“small painting”, a Madonna and Child intent on yarn-winding, destined for Florimond Robertet, favourite of
Louis XII, the king of France. This Information is gleaned from a letter by Fra Pietro da Novellara to Isabella
d’Este, dated 14 April 1501. When the letter was published in 1869, it did little other than to add yet another
entry to the list of Leonardo’s lost works: the Madonna of the Yarnwinder. It was only in the 20th century
that the subject described in the letter was recognized for what it was in numerous copies, variations and
school replicas. In this richly illustrated volume of prestigious editorial format, Carlo Pedretti and Margherita
Melani reconstruct the genesis of the theme of the Madonna of the Yarnwinder and the artistic fortune of the
subject, conceived and painted by Leonardo and subsequently reproposed by both his pupils and his
followers. Three versions are attributed to Leonardo and his inner circle: the Reford Madonna, the Buccleuch
Madonna and the Crespi Madonna. To all intents and purposes, these can be considered as three versions of
his first French commission. The three variations on the theme of the Madonna of the Yarnwinder are closely
investigated by the authors through Leonardo’s drawings, literary and historical sources. Their study also
clarifies the role and importance of the customer, Florimond Robertet, and the origin of the subject which has
meritied a fair number of copies. The volume concludes with details of the copies and variants, testimony not
only to the success of the Madonna of the Yarnwinder but also the indisputable historical and artistic value
of this painting by Leonardo. Bilingual edition: Italian and English text.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Lundquist:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The Yarnwinder
Madonna of Leonardo da Vinci: The Three Versions for his First French Commission (Italian and English
Edition) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Raymond Hollander:

Typically the book The Yarnwinder Madonna of Leonardo da Vinci: The Three Versions for his First French
Commission (Italian and English Edition) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this
book very appropriate to you. The book The Yarnwinder Madonna of Leonardo da Vinci: The Three
Versions for his First French Commission (Italian and English Edition) is much recommended to you you
just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Bella Singer:

The publication untitled The Yarnwinder Madonna of Leonardo da Vinci: The Three Versions for his First
French Commission (Italian and English Edition) is the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, and so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
The Yarnwinder Madonna of Leonardo da Vinci: The Three Versions for his First French Commission
(Italian and English Edition) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Amber Payne:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The Yarnwinder Madonna of Leonardo da
Vinci: The Three Versions for his First French Commission (Italian and English Edition) or perhaps others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books
are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Yarnwinder Madonna of Leonardo da Vinci: The Three Versions for his First French Commission (Italian



and English Edition) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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