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Build agame in one crazy weekend and survive to tell the talel

- Enthusiastic and light-hearted, glimpse the excitement and frantic creativity of game jams.

- Motivating, encouraging and infectious, it is sure to help you reach the finish line.

- Follow this handbook from brainstorming an idea, over bitter obstacles and on to the sweet finish line: a
complete, playable, fun game.

- Each stage of game jams is described with task lists and anecdotes relating common experiences, the trials
and the tribulations of past game jam champions and losers.

- Packed with interviews, tips, tricks and wise words from Ludum Dare and Global Game Jam organisers
among other well-known game jammers.

In Detail

Game jams are fun. They are a creative, exciting, social experience. The goal of agamejamisto design a
video game, either alone or in teams, asfast as is humanly possible; usually in a single weekend.

The Game Jam Survival Guide, written to help you have more fun and achieve greater results at your next
game jam by building a successful game without burning out, leads readers through each 12-hour phase of a
48-hour weekend game jam.

Weekend warriors: dominate your next game jam! If you follow the system shared in this book, you will be
able to build an amazing game that you're proud of and will entertain players, all in just one crazy 48-hour
game jam weekend ... and surviveto tell thetael.

Embrace the best practices and techniques of past game jam winners and avoid common pitfalls along the
way to thefinish line. Y ou too can survive a48-hour game devel opment marathon with your mind intact and
an amazing game to show off to friends and family!

With The Game Jam Survival Guide you will learn the secret techniques that master game jammers use to
create winning entries. It starts by showing you great ways to brainstorm and design a game based on a
theme. It then moves on to highlight the best tools and techniques to finish a game in aweekend of coding.
Anecdotes and advice from past winners and losers combined with humorous words of encouragement are
sureto help you on your way. The author presents alist of game jams around the world, online communities
worth checking out, fantastic game engines, and art resources. Finaly, learn how to monetize your game by
gaining sponsorship from big gaming websites. It's the fun way to make your own video game in one
weekend!

What you will learn from this book

- Preparing for the jam: conquer the theme, pick design aids, prototype quickly, choose the right tools for the
job, and cut the right corners.

- Bombastic brainstorming: power up your idea generator and run with atheme, gain more votes and please
the masses.

- Building agame jam entry: pick your weapons, follow your plan, cut the bells-n-whistles, scramble over



"the wall", submit a game on time, and with alittle luck, attain fame and fortune.

- Why Mike"PoV" Kasprzak (Ludum Dare administrator) thinks game jams are a good introduction to the
realities of the game industry.

- The reasons why Dr. Mike Reddy (organizer of the Global Game Jam) thinks designing on paper is
essential.

- The best waysto find creative inspiration and develop an ideato fit atheme according to Eric McQuiggan
(founding member of The Dirty Rectangles) and Chevy Ray Johnston (author of the FlashPunk engine).

- What Foaad Khosmood (director of the Global Game Jam) suggests you do to ensure you finish before the
deadline.

- Theworst way to prepare according to Pekka "pekuja’ Kujansuu and the best way according to Phil Hassey
(Ludum Dare administrators)

- What one piece of advice Jason P. Kaplan (founder of the Game Prototype Challenge) would give to
newcomers.

Approach

The Game Jam Survival Guideisaninsider view of game jams packed full of expert advice; leading with
tips and tricks on how to build a great game with just 48 hours; but clearly defining what should be avoided
at al costs during Game Jam mayhem. The reader is led through each half-day phase; from the beginning of
your quest in hours 1-12 to breaking through "the wall" on day two and finally reaching the finishing linein
hours 37-48.

Who thisbook iswritten for
Although the book is intended for beginners and experts alike, the reader will already know how to program

(in any language). He or she will love games and want to learn how to best make their own gamein awild
and crazy 48-hour period.
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From reader reviews:
Margaret Watkins:

With other case, little persons like to read book The Game Jam Survival Guide. Y ou can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book The Game Jam
Survival Guide. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, ssimply because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we could open abook aswell as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when
you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Nadler:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity thisislook different you can read a
book. It isredly fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
publication. The book The Game Jam Survival Guideit is extremely good to read. There are alot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore effortlessly to read this
book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Robert Carroall:

Isit a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Game Jam Surviva Guide can be the answer, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this
completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

JamesVoyles:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Game Jam Survival Guide was colourful and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Game Jam Survival Guide has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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