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Originally published as La Rhétorique dans I' Antiquité (2000), this new English edition provides students
with avaluable introduction to understanding the classical art of rhetoric and its place in ancient society and
politics. Rhetoric formed an essential part of teaching and genera culture. Today it gives indispensable keys
to addressing current problemsin literary theory, philosophy and aesthetics, communication, and political or
legal debate. It bears a body of knowledge about reasoning and language, a vocabulary still in use, and
transcends traditional barriers between disciplines and periods.

Written by aleading scholar of classical rhetoric, Laurent Pernot, the book offers afull description of ancient
rhetoric in the Greco-Roman period, from Homer and classical Athens, through the Hellenistic World,
Roman Republic, and Roman Empire, up to the advent of Christianity, explaining the evolutions,
illuminating the main themes, and stressing the key moments and figures. The book contains a thesaurus
giving alist and explanation of all the technical terms, many of which are still in use in contemporary
language.

Laurent Pernot is Professor of Greek Language and Literature at the University of Strasbourg and President
of the International Society for the History of Rhetoric. He is the author of numerous books and articles.

Praise for the book:

"Laurent Pernot's concise and authoritative account of rhetoric in Graeco-Roman antiquity appears now in an
elegant English trandation by William Higgins. Thistranslation goes well beyond the original French edition
and is more than a guide to what the Greeks and Romans thought about speech. Terminology and practice
are given equal weight. Pernot has included detailed discussion of problematic issuesin an excursus format
that enriches his exposition without disrupting it. Thisis by far the best and the most timely introduction to
classical rhetoric known to me."?2G. W. Bowersock, Institute for Advanced Study (Princeton)

"Pernot is one of the leading historians of rhetoric worldwide, and what he says demands serious
consideration. He possesses encyclopedic knowledge of the period, and he writes clearly and cleanly. The
book is excellent, in scholarly quality and in accessibility."?Craig Kallendorf, Texas A&M University

"A splendidly nuanced treatment of ancient rhetoric both as theory and practice. Pernot's mastery of
contextual detail enlivens his discussions of individual orators, putting human faces on the public texts that
have survived from Greek and Roman societies." ?James J. Murphy, University of California, Davis

"Pernot offers many new interpretations of the history of rhetoric, adds nuance and discrimination to many



previous understandings, and overturns or takes us past a series of understandings that prevailed earlier; in
each case he does so on the basis of the most respectable and current scholarship."?Lawrence D. Green,
University of Southern California

"A comprehensive, concise, yet never simplistic overview of ancient rhetorical practice and theory. . .. An
exemplary introduction that gives avivid and clear picture of the field."?Classical Review

"Laurent Pernot is known world wide among scholars of classical rhetoric, and this English trandation of his
survey should now make him widely recognized among English-speaking students as well...The book...isa
pleasant and informative book that is clear and easy to read. It excels when presenting rhetoric in a social and
philosophic context. Rhetoric grows within a community, and Pernot will always help the reader see rhetoric
as part of alarger cultural whole...Pernot elegantly presentsissues, giving a convincing sense of the unity
and sweep of rhetoric in the classical world...Pernot successfully weaves together practice and theory,
rhetoric and philosophy...Thisis an engag
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From reader reviews:
Angela Jones:

The book Rhetoric in Antiquity make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your
capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make reading a book Rhetoric in Antiquity being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like available and read a publication Rhetoric in Antiquity. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this
book?

John Caldwell:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on guarderia until university need this specific Rhetoric in Antiquity to read.

ThomasBrim:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Rhetoric in Antiquity why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly
direct you to pick up this book.

Julie Gibson:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
ideawhen they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book Rhetoric in Antiquity to make
your reading is interesting. Y our own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and
looking at especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to open abook and study it. Beside that the
reserve Rhetoric in Antiquity can to be your friend when you're really feel aone and confuse in what must
you're doing of that time.
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