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In December 1995, the FDA approved the release of protease inhibitors, the first effective treatment for
AIDS. For countless people, the drug offered a reprieve from what had been a death sentence; for others, it
was too late. In the United States alone, over 318,000 people had already died from AIDS-related
complications—among them the singer Michael Callen and the poet Essex Hemphill.

Meticulously researched and evocatively told, Hold Tight Gently is the celebrated historian Martin
Duberman’s poignant memorial to those lost to AIDS and to two of the great unsung heroes of the early
years of the epidemic.
Callen, a white gay Midwesterner who had moved to New York, became a leading figure in the movement to
increase awareness of AIDS in the face of willful and homophobic denial under the Reagan administration;
Hemphill, an African American gay man, contributed to the black gay and lesbian scene in Washington,
D.C., with poetry of searing intensity and introspection.

A profound exploration of the intersection of race, sexuality, class, identity, and the politics of AIDS
activism beyond ACT UP, Hold Tight Gently captures both a generation struggling to cope with the deadly
disease and the extraordinary refusal of two men to give in to despair.
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From reader reviews:

Lottie Jowers:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill,
and the Battlefield of AIDS. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important a book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of
AIDS. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Ernest Maguire:

The book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS give you a sense
of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
examining a book Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS for being
your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a guide Hold Tight
Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Kristy Lange:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great and also important the book Hold Tight Gently: Michael
Callen, Essex Hemphill, and the Battlefield of AIDS. All type of book would you see on many resources.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

John Lyons:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Hold Tight Gently: Michael Callen, Essex Hemphill,
and the Battlefield of AIDS as the daily resource information.
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