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Russia's Great Reforms of 1861 were sweeping social and legal changes that aimed to modernize the
country. In the following decades, rapid industrialization and urbanization profoundly transformed Russia's
social, economic, and cultural landscape. Barbara Alpern Engel explores the personal, cultural, and political
consequences of these dramatic changes, focusing on their impact on intimate life and expectations and the
resulting challenges to the traditional, patriarchal family order, the cornerstone of Russia's authoritarian
political and religious regime. The widely perceived "marriage crisis" had far-reaching legal, institutional,
and political ramifications. In Breaking the Ties That Bound, Engel draws on exceptionally rich archival
documentation?in particular, on petitions for marital separation and the materials generated by the ensuing
investigations?to explore changing notions of marital relations, domesticity, childrearing, and intimate life
among ordinary men and women in imperial Russia.

Engel illustrates with unparalleled vividness the human consequences of the marriage crisis. Her research
reveals in myriad ways that the new and more individualistic values of the capitalist marketplace and
commercial culture challenged traditional definitions of gender roles and encouraged the self-creation of new
social identities. Engel captures the intimate experiences of women and men of the lower and middling
classes in their own words, documenting instances not only of physical, mental, and emotional abuse but also
of resistance and independence. These changes challenged Russia's rigid political order, forcing a range of
state agents, up to and including those who spoke directly in the name of the tsar, to rethink traditional
understandings of gender norms and family law. This remarkable social history is thus also a contribution to
our understanding of the deepening political crisis of autocracy.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Turner:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late
Imperial Russia as your daily resource information.

Mae Bushee:

Often the book Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia will
bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Breaking the Ties That
Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jessica Bowman:

Typically the book Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia has
a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after looking over this book.

Dixie Santiago:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Breaking the Ties That Bound: The
Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.
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