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Small farms once occupied the heights that John Elder calls home, but now only a few cellar holes and
tumbled stone walls remain among the dense stands of maple, beech, and hemlocks on these Vermont hills.
Reading the Mountains of Homeis a journey into these verdant reaches where in the last century humans tried
their hand and where bear and moose now find shelter. As John Elder is our guide, so Robert Frost is Elder's
companion, his great poem "Directive" seeing us through a landscape in which nature and literature, loss and
recovery, are inextricably joined.

Over the course of a year, Elder takes us on his hikes through the forested uplands between South Mountain
and North Mountain, reflecting on the forces of nature, from the descent of the glaciers to the rush of the
New Haven River, that shaped a plateau for his village of Bristol; and on the human will that denuded and
farmed and abandoned the mountains so many years ago. His forays wind through the flinty relics of
nineteenth-century homesteads and Abenaki settlements, leading to meditations on both human failure and
the possibility for deeper communion with the land and others.

An exploration of the body and soul of a place, an interpretive map of its natural and literary life, Reading
the Mountains of Home strikes a moving balance between the pressures of civilization and the attraction of
wilderness. It is a beautiful work of nature writing in which human nature finds its place, where the reader is
invited to follow the last line of Frost's "Directive," to "Drink and be whole again beyond confusion."
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From reader reviews:

Steve Adams:

The book Reading the Mountains of Home can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Reading the Mountains of Home?
Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It
is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Reading the Mountains of
Home has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Crystal Sanchez:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Reading the Mountains of Home
book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred
per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Phyllis Force:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Reading the
Mountains of Home suitable to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Reading the Mountains of Homeis the main one of several books which everyone read now.
That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Janelle Coe:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Reading the Mountains of Home that give
your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Reading the Mountains of Home become your personal starter.
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