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Before it became the center of Latin American drug trafficking, the Colombian city of Medellín was famous
as a success story of industrialization, a place where protectionist tariffs had created a “capitalist paradise.”
By the 1960s, the city’s textile industrialists were presenting themselves as the architects of a social stability
that rested on Catholic piety and strict sexual norms. Dulcinea in the Factory explores the boundaries of this
paternalistic order by investigating workers’ strategies of conformity and resistance and by tracing the
disciplinary practices of managers during the period from the turn of the century to a massive reorganization
of the mills in the late 1950s.

Ann Farnsworth-Alvear’s analyses of archived personnel records, internal factory correspondence, printed
regulations, and company magazines are combined with illuminating interviews with retired workers to
allow a detailed reconstruction of the world behind the mill gate. In a place where the distinction between
virgins and nonvirgins organized the labor market for women, the distance between chaste and unchaste
behavior underlay a moral code that shaped working women’s self-perceptions. Farnsworth-Alvear
challenges the reader to understand gender not as an opposition between female and male but rather as a
normative field, marked by “proper” and “improper” ways of being female or male. Disputing the idea that
the shift in the mills’ workforce over several decades from mainly women to almost exclusively men was
based solely on economic factors, the author shows how gender and class, as social practices, converged to
shape industrial development itself.

Innovative in its creative employment of subtle and complex material, Dulcinea in the Factory addresses
long-standing debates within labor history about proletarianization and work culture. This book’s focus on
Colombia will make it valuable to Latin Americanists, but it will also appeal to a wide readership beyond
Latin American and labor studies, including historians and sociologists, as well as students of women’s
studies, social movements, and anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Dulcinea in the Factory: Myths, Morals, Men, and Women
in Colombia’s Industrial Experiment, 1905–1960 (Comparative and International Working-Class History).
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some
sort of book Dulcinea in the Factory: Myths, Morals, Men, and Women in Colombia’s Industrial Experiment,
1905–1960 (Comparative and International Working-Class History). You can add information and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Noah Hansell:

The reserve untitled Dulcinea in the Factory: Myths, Morals, Men, and Women in Colombia’s Industrial
Experiment, 1905–1960 (Comparative and International Working-Class History) is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you
personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Dulcinea in the Factory: Myths,
Morals, Men, and Women in Colombia’s Industrial Experiment, 1905–1960 (Comparative and International
Working-Class History) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Doris Brown:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Dulcinea in the Factory:
Myths, Morals, Men, and Women in Colombia’s Industrial Experiment, 1905–1960 (Comparative and
International Working-Class History) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you
who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick Dulcinea in the Factory: Myths, Morals,
Men, and Women in Colombia’s Industrial Experiment, 1905–1960 (Comparative and International
Working-Class History) become your own personal starter.

Steven Simon:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind



proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be examine. Dulcinea in the Factory: Myths, Morals, Men, and Women in Colombia’s
Industrial Experiment, 1905–1960 (Comparative and International Working-Class History) can be your
answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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