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Energy supplies and prices are major economic factorsin the United States, and energy markets are volatile
and unpredictable. Thus, energy policy has been arecurring issue for Congress since the first magjor crisisin
the 1970s. Asan aid in policy making, this report presents a current and historical view of the supply and
consumption of various forms of energy. The historical trends show petroleum as the major source of energy,
rising from about 38% in 1950 to 45% in 1975, then declining to about 40% in response to the energy crisis
of the 1970s. Significantly, the transportation sector continues to be almost completely dependent on
petroleum, mostly gasoline. The importance of this dependence on the volatile world oil market was revealed
over the past five years as perceptions of impending inability of the industry to meet increasing world
demand led to three years of steady increases in the prices of oil and gasoline. With the downturn in the
world economy and a consequent decline in consumption, prices collapsed, but then recovered to a much
higher level than in the 1990s. With the crisisin Libyain the Spring of 2011, oil and gasoline prices began
again to approach their former peak levels. By 2012, Libyan production had recovered, but a new crisis
involving Iran further threatened supply. Natural gas followed along-term pattern of U.S. consumption
similar to that of oil, at alower level. Its share of total energy increased from about 17% in 1950 to more
than 30% in 1970, then declined to about 20%. Natural gas markets are very much more regional than the
petroleum market, in which events in one part of the world tend to influence consumption and prices
everywhere. Recent development of large deposits of shale gasin the United States have increased the
outlook for U.S. natural gas supply and consumption in the near future. Consumption of coal in 1950 was
35% of the total, almost equal to oil, but it declined to about 20% a decade later and has remained at about
that proportion since then. Coal currently is used amost exclusively for electric power generation, and its
contribution to increased production of carbon dioxide has made its use controversial in light of concerns
about global climate change. Nuclear power started coming online in significant amounts in the late 1960s.
By 1975, in the midst of the ail crisis, it was supplying 9% of total electricity generation. However, increases
in capital costs, construction delays, and public opposition to nuclear power following the Three Mile Isand
accident in 1979 curtailed expansion of the technology, and many construction projects were cancelled.
Continuation of some construction increased the nuclear share of generation to 20% in 1990, where it
remains currently. Licenses for a number of hew nuclear units have been in the works for severa years, and
preliminary construction for a few units has begun, but the economic downturn has discouraged action on
new construction. The accident at Japan’s Fukushima station following the March 2011 earthquake and
tsunami raised further questions about future construction of nuclear powerplants. Construction of major
hydroelectric projects has also essentially ceased, and hydropower’ s share of electricity generation has
gradually declined, from 30% in 1950 to 15% in 1975 and less than 10% in 2000. However, hydropower
remains highly important on aregional basis. Renewable energy sources (except hydropower) continue to
offer more potential than actual energy production, although fuel ethanol has become a significant factor in
transportation fuel. Wind power has recently grown rapidly, although it still contributes only a small share of
total electricity generation. Conservation and energy efficiency have shown significant gains over the past
three decades and offer potential to relieve some of the dependence on oil imports.
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From reader reviews:
Diane Williams:

Within other case, little people like to read book U.S. Energy: Overview and Key Statistics. Y ou can choose
the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book U.S. Energy:
Overview and Key Statistics. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you
can open abook aswell as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Linda Amato:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve U.S. Energy: Overview and Key Statistics
will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Lily Spivey:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying U.S. Energy: Overview
and Key Statistics that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world agreat deal better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of
you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you could pick U.S. Energy: Overview and Key Statistics become your personal starter.

Jerry Melgar:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people lovesto read a book. When you learn a
book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The U.S. Energy: Overview and Key Statistics provide you with new experience in reading through a book.
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