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When the United States took control of Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and Guam following the
Spanish-American War, it was unclear to what degree these islands were actually part of the U.S. and, in
particular, whether the Constitution applied fully, or even in part, to their citizens. By looking closely at what
became known as the Insular Cases, Bartholomew Sparrow reveals how America resolved to govern these
territories.

Sparrow follows the Insular Cases from the controversial Downes v. Bidwell in 1901, which concerned
tariffs on oranges shipped to New York from Puerto Rico and which introduced the distinction between
incorporated and unincorporated territories, to Balzac v. Puerto Rico in 1922, in which the Court decided that
Puerto Ricans, although officially U.S. citizens, could be denied trial by jury because Puerto Rico was
"unincorporated." There were 35 Insular Cases in all, cases stretching across two decades, cases in which the
Court ruled on matters as diverse as tariffs, double jeopardy, and the very meaning of U.S. citizenship as it
applied to the inhabitants of the offshore territories. Through such decisions, as Sparrow shows, the Court
treated the constitutional status of territorial inhabitants with great variability and decided that the persons of
some territories were less equal than those of other territories.

Sparrow traces the fitful evolution of the Court's Incorporation Doctrine in the determination of which
constitutional provisions applied to the new territories and its citizens. Providing a new look at the history
and politics of U.S. expansion at the turn of the twentieth century, Sparrow's book also examines the effect
the Court's decisions had on the creation of an American empire. It highlights crucial features surrounding
the cases the influence of racism on the justices, the need for naval stations to protect new international trade,
and dramatic changes in tariff policy. It also tells how the Court sanctioned the emergence of two kinds of
American empire: formal territories whose inhabitants could be U.S. citizens but still be denied full political
rights, and an informal empire based on trade, cooperative foreign governments, and U.S. military bases
rather than on territorial acquisitions.

The Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire reveals how the United States handled its first
major episode of globalization and how the Supreme Court in these cases, crucially redirected the course of
American history.
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From reader reviews:

Sonja Johnson:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled The Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire (Landmark Law
Cases and American Society) can be great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Shawn Marsh:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Insular Cases and the Emergence of
American Empire (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Tammy Crider:

You may get this The Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you
just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Victor McDowell:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
The Insular Cases and the Emergence of American Empire (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
when you needed it?
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