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Jeanette MacDonald, the movie musical's first superstar, was an American original whose onscreen radiance
mirrored a beguiling real-life personality. Based in large part on the author's exclusive access to
MacDonald's private papers, including her unpublished memoir, this vivid, often touching biography
transports us to a time when lavish musical films were major cultural events and a worldwide public eagerly
awaited each new chance to fall under the singer's spell. Edward Baron Turk shows how MacDonald
brilliantly earned her Hollywood nickname of "Iron Butterfly," and why she deserves a privileged position in
the history of music and motion pictures.

What made MacDonald a woman for our times, readers will discover, was her uncommon courage:
Onscreen, the actress portrayed strong charcters in pursuit of deep emotional fulfillment, often in defiance of
social orthodoxy, while offscreen she personified energy, discipline, and practical intellect. Drawing on
interviews with individuals who knew her and on MacDonald's own words, Turk brings to life the intricate
relations between the star and her legendary costars Maurice Chevalier, Clark Gable, and, above all, baritone
Nelson Eddy. He reveals the deep crushes she inspired in movie giants Ernst Lubitsch and Louis B. Mayer
and the extraordinary love story she shared with her husband of twenty-seven years, actor Gene Raymond.

More than simply another star biography, however, this is a chronicle of American music from 1920s
Broadway to 1960s television, in which Turk details MacDonald's fearless efforts to break down distinctions
between High Art and mass-consumed entertainment. Hollywood Diva will attract fans of opera and concert
music as much as enthusiasts of the great Hollywood musicals. It is first-rate cultural and film history.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Cervantes:

The book Hollywood Diva: A Biography of Jeanette MacDonald can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Hollywood Diva: A Biography of Jeanette MacDonald? A number of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Hollywood Diva: A Biography of Jeanette MacDonald has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Evelina Lewis:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Hollywood Diva: A Biography of Jeanette MacDonald
can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Hollywood Diva: A
Biography of Jeanette MacDonald.

Anthony Anderson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Hollywood Diva: A Biography of Jeanette
MacDonald was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Hollywood Diva: A
Biography of Jeanette MacDonald has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading that.

Charles Trask:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
searching for the Hollywood Diva: A Biography of Jeanette MacDonald when you necessary it?
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