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Gaining Freedoms reveals a new locus for global political change: everyday urban contestation. Cities are
often assumed hotbeds of socio-economic division, but this assessment overlooks the importance of urban
space and the everyday activities of urban life for empowerment, emancipation, and democratization.
Through proximity, neighborhoods, streets, and squares can create unconventional power contestations over
lifestyle and consumption. And through struggle, negotiation, and cooperation, competing claims across
groups can become platforms to defend freedom and rights from government encroachments.

Drawing on more than seven years of fieldwork in three contested urban sites—a downtown neighborhood
and a university campus in Istanbul, and a Turkish neighborhood in Berlin—Berna Turam shows how
democratic contestation echoes through urban space. Countering common assumptions that Turkey is
strongly polarized between Islamists and secularists, she illustrates how contested urban space encourages
creative politics, the kind of politics that advance rights, expression, and representation shared between pious
and secular groups. Exceptional moments of protest, like the recent Gezi protests which bookend this study,
offer clear external signs of upheaval and disruption, but it is the everyday contestation and interaction that
forge alliances and inspire change. Ultimately, Turam argues that the process of democratization is not the
reduction of conflict, but rather the capacity to form new alliances out of conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

The book Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Gaining
Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like start and read a reserve Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and
Berlin. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this book?

Marvin Seto:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question because just their can do
which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need that Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin to read.

Wendell Darnell:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Gaining Freedoms: Claiming
Space in Istanbul and Berlin is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Joseph Langley:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read is Gaining Freedoms: Claiming Space in Istanbul and Berlin.
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