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Envisioning Socialism examines television and the power it exercised to define the East Germans’ view of
socialism during the first decades of the German Democratic Republic. In the first book in English to
examine this topic, Heather L. Gumbert traces how television became a medium prized for its
communicative and entertainment value. She explores the difficulties GDR authorities had defining and
executing a clear vision of the society they hoped to establish, and she explains how television helped to
stabilize GDR society in a way that ultimately worked against the utopian vision the authorities thought they
were cultivating.

Gumbert challenges those who would dismiss East German television as a tool of repression that couldn’t
compete with the West or capture the imagination of East Germans. Instead, she shows how, by the early
1960s, television was a model of the kind of socialist realist art that could appeal to authorities and
audiences. Ultimately, this socialist vision was overcome by the challenges that the international market in
media products and technologies posed to nation-building in the postwar period.

A history of ideas and perceptions examining both real and mediated historical conditions, Envisioning
Socialism considers television as a technology, an institution, and a medium of social relations and cultural
knowledge. The book will be welcomed in undergraduate and graduate courses in German and media
history, the history of postwar Socialism, and the history of science and technologies.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

Here thing why this specific Envisioning Socialism: Television and the Cold War in the German Democratic
Republic (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) are different and dependable to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as tasty as food or not. Envisioning Socialism: Television and the Cold War in the German
Democratic Republic (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with
Envisioning Socialism: Television and the Cold War in the German Democratic Republic (Social History,
Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Envisioning Socialism: Television and the Cold
War in the German Democratic Republic (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) in e-
book can be your alternate.

Betty Abbott:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Envisioning Socialism: Television and
the Cold War in the German Democratic Republic (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in
Germany) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation Envisioning
Socialism: Television and the Cold War in the German Democratic Republic (Social History, Popular
Culture, and Politics in Germany) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one
book that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Zoe Harris:

The book untitled Envisioning Socialism: Television and the Cold War in the German Democratic Republic
(Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany) contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not
worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the
new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone,
or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.



Marian Knight:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is usually Envisioning Socialism: Television and the Cold War in the
German Democratic Republic (Social History, Popular Culture, and Politics in Germany). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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