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In December 1999, the Institute of Medicine shocked the nation by reporting that as many as 98,000
Americans died each year from mistakes in hospitals--twice the number killed in auto accidents. Instead of
strict rules and harsh penalties to reduce those risks, the Institute called for a system of standardized
disclosure of medical errors. If it worked, it would create economic and political pressures for hospitals to
improve their practices. Since the mid-1980s, Congress and state legislatures have approved scores of new
disclosure laws to fight racial discrimination, reduce corruption, and improve services. The most ambitious
systems aim to reduce risks in everyday life--risks from toxic pollution, contaminants in drinking water,
nutrients in packaged foods, lead paint, workplace hazards, and SUV rollovers. Unlike traditional
government warnings, they require corporations and other organizations to produce standardized factual
information at regular intervals about risks they create. Legislated transparency has become a mainstream
instrument of social policy. Mary Graham argues that these requirements represent a remarkable policy
innovation. Enhanced by computers and the Internet, they are creating a new techno-populism--an optimistic
conviction that information itself can improve the lives of ordinary citizens and encourage hospitals,
manufacturers, food processors, banks, airlines, and other organizations to further public priorities. Drawing
on detailed profiles of disclosure systems for toxic releases, nutritional labeling, and medical errors, Graham
explains why the move toward greater transparency has flourished during a time of regulatory retrenchment
and why corporations have often supported these massive raids on proprietary information. However,
Democracy by Disclosure, sounds a cautionary note. Just as systems of financial disclosure have come under
new scrutiny in the wake of Enron's collapse, systems of social disclosure deserve careful examination.
Behind the seemingly simple idea of transparency, political battles rage over protecting trade secrets,
minimizing regulatory burdens, and guarding national security. Like other forms of regulation, disclosure
systems can be distorted by narrow scope, flawed metrics, minimal enforcement, or failure to adapt to
changing markets and public priorities. Graham urges designers of future systems to heed lessons from early
experience to avoid misleading the public.
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From reader reviews:

Errol Sawyer:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Democracy by Disclosure: The Rise of
Technopopulism will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?

Elizabeth Jamerson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book Democracy by Disclosure: The Rise of Technopopulism
ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The guide Democracy by Disclosure: The Rise of Technopopulism is not only
giving you much more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Democracy by
Disclosure: The Rise of Technopopulism. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Rodney Bell:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Democracy by Disclosure: The Rise of Technopopulism it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book has high quality.

William Bottoms:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It alright you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone.
Like Democracy by Disclosure: The Rise of Technopopulism which is having the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's find.
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