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The Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) was the first new agency established by Secretary of Defense Robert
McNamara after he assumed office in 1961. The ambitious McNamara intended to reformulate U.S. strategic
nuclear policy and reduce inefficiencies that had developed in the Department of Defense (DoD) in the
1950s. DIA was the lynchpin to both efforts. In the early and middle 1960s, McNamara and his subordinates,
Deputy Secretary of Defense Roswell Gilpatric and new DIA Director Lieutenant General Joseph Carroll
(USAF), worked hard to establish the Agency, but their efforts were delayed or stymied by intransigent and
parochial military leadership who objected to the creation of DIA because they feared a loss of both
battlefield effectiveness and political influence in Washington, D.C. The work of building the DIA was made
all the more urgent by the deteriorating situation in Southeast Asia. By the early 1960s, millions of dollars
and hundreds of advisory personnel sent by the U.S. were having a negligible impact on the anti-communist
campaign there. As the U.S. continued to commit more resources to the ill-fated government in Saigon, the
country found itself drawn deeper and deeper into the maelstrom. For DIA, the looming war in Southeast
Asia would expose major problems in its organization and performance. Especially in the period from 1961
to 1969, DIA, either because of structural weaknesses or leadership failures, often failed to energetically
seize opportunities to assert itself in the major intelligence questions involving the conflict there. This
tendency was exacerbated by national military leadership’s predilection for ignoring or undercutting the
Agency’s authority. In turn, this opened up DIA to severe criticism by Congress and other national
policymakers, some of whom even considered abolishing the Agency. During the war, McNamara’s great
hope for reforming military intelligence would be swept up in quarrels between powerful domestic
adversaries, and DIA’s performance left the Secretary of Defense deeply embittered toward his creation. It
was only at the end of the war that DIA assumed a more influential role in Southeast Asia. Until then,
however, the Agency was consigned to the wilderness when it came to questions about the Vietnam conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Samuel:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense
Intelligence in the War for Southeast Asia book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Sophie Clark:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense Intelligence in the War for Southeast Asia, you are able to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
book.

Lillian Vaughn:

The book The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense Intelligence in the War for Southeast Asia has a lot info on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after reading this article book.

Amado Elam:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need
more time to be learn. The Vietnam Cauldron: Defense Intelligence in the War for Southeast Asia can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.
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