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The Value of the Humanities provides a critical account of the principal arguments used to defend the value
of the Humanities. The claims considered are: that the Humanities study the meaning-making practices of
culture, and bring to their work a distinctive understanding of what constitutes knowledge and
understanding; that, though useful to society in many ways, they remain laudably at odds with, or at a
remove from, instrumental use value; that they contribute to human happiness; that they are a force for
democracy; and that they are a good in themselves, to be valued "for their own sake." Engaging closely with
contemporary literary and philosophical work in the field from the UK and US, Helen Small distinguishes
between arguments that retain strong Victorian roots (Mill on happiness; Arnold on use value) and those that
have developed or been substantially altered since. Unlike many works in this field, The Value of the
Humanities is not a polemic or a manifesto. Its purpose is to explore the grounds for each argument, and to
test its validity for the present day. Tough-minded, alert to changing historical conditions for argument and
changing styles of rhetoric, it promises to sharpen the terms of the public debate.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Galaviz:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this The Value of the Humanities.

Thomas Hayden:

This book untitled The Value of the Humanities to be one of several books which best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Rita Merritt:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Value of the Humanities was multi-colored
and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Value of the Humanities has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.

Donald Thomas:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's internal or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go
to there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Value of the Humanities can make you really feel more interested to read.
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