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Film and television have never been more prevalent or watched than they are now, yet we still have little
understanding of how people process and make use of what they see. And though we acknowledge the
enormous role the media plays in our culture, we have only a vague sense of how it actually influences our
attitudes and desires. In Perverse Spectators, Janet Staiger argues that studying the interpretive methods of
spectators within their historical contexts is both possible and necessary to understand the role media plays in
culture and in our personal lives. This analytical approach is applied to topics such as depictions of violence,
the role of ratings codes, the horror and suspense genre, historical accuracy in film, and sexual identities, and
then demonstrated through works like JFK, The Silence of the Lambs, The Texas Chain Saw Massacre,
Psycho, and A Clockwork Orange. Each chapter shows a different approach to reconstructing audience
responses to films, consistently and ingeniously finding traces of what would otherwise appear to be
unrecoverable information. Using vivid examples, charting key concepts, and offering useful syntheses of
long-standing debates, Perverse Spectators constitutes a compelling case for a reconsideration of the
assumptions about film reception which underlie contemporary scholarship in media studies. Taking on
widely influential theories and scholars, Perverse Spectators is certain to spark controversy and help redefine
the study of film as it enters the new millennium.
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Rodriguez:

This Perverse Spectators: The Practices of Film Reception is great book for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute.
This specific book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Perverse Spectators: The Practices of Film Reception in your hand like having the world
in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or
fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt that will?

Jose Pina:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Perverse Spectators: The
Practices of Film Reception is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Ronald Tanaka:

Beside this particular Perverse Spectators: The Practices of Film Reception in your phone, it could give you
a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Perverse Spectators: The Practices of Film Reception because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from currently!

Valery Carpenter:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
And you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Perverse
Spectators: The Practices of Film Reception.
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