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A volume in Research in Mathematics Education Series Editor Barbara J. Dougherty, University of
Mississippi This monograph reports on an analysis of a small part of the mathematics curriculum, the
definitions given to quadrilaterals. This kind of research, which we call micro-curricular analysis, is often
undertaken by those who create curriculum, but it is not usually done systematically and it is rarely
published. Many terms in mathematics education can be found to have different definitions in mathematics
books. Among these are "natural number," "parallel lines" and "congruent triangles," "trapezoid" and
"isosceles trapezoid," the formal definitions of the trigonometric functions and absolute value, and implicit
definitions of the arithmetic operations addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. Yet many teachers
and students do not realize there is a choice of definitions for mathematical terms. And even those who
realize there is a choice may not know who decides which definition of any mathematical term is better, and
under what criteria. Finally, rarely are the mathematical implications of various choices discussed. As a
result, many students misuse and otherwise do not understand the role of definition in mathematics. We have
chosen in this monograph to examine a bit of mathematics for its definitions: the quadrilaterals. We do so
because there is some disagreement in the definitions and, consequently, in the ways in which quadrilaterals
are classified and relate to each other. The issues underlying these differences have engaged students,
teachers, mathematics educators, and mathematicians. There have been several articles and a number of
essays on the definitions and classification of quadrilaterals. But primarily we chose this specific area of
definition in mathematics because it demonstrates how broad mathematical issues revolving around
definitions become reflected in curricular materials. While we were undertaking this research, we found that
the area of quadrilaterals supplied grist for broader and richer discussions than we had first anticipated. The
intended audience includes curriculum developers, researchers, teachers, teacher trainers, and anyone
interested in language and its use.
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From reader reviews:

Alexander Macdougall:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition (Research
in Mathematics Education). Try to make the book The Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition
(Research in Mathematics Education) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your
needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Orville Norman:

This book untitled The Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition (Research in Mathematics
Education) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book
you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this book from your list.

Joseph Kidwell:

The publication untitled The Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition (Research in
Mathematics Education) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The
Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition (Research in Mathematics Education) from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Louise Guest:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition (Research in Mathematics Education)
your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known
for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a reserve then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The
Classification of Quadrilaterals: A Study in Definition (Research in Mathematics Education) giving you an
additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life
in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind



will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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