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Contrary to popular misconceptions and public branding as "dirty tricks," covert action and
counterintelligence can have considerable value. Democracies, while wary of these instruments, have
benefited significantly from their use, saving lives, treasure, and gaining strategic advantage. As liberal
democracies confront the post-Cold War mix of rogue states and non-state actors, such as criminals and
terrorists, and weapons of mass destruction and mass disruption, these clandestine arts may prove to be
important tools of statecraft, and perhaps trump cards in the twenty-first century.

Godson defines covert action as influencing events in other parts of the world without attribution, and
counterintelligence as identifying, neutralizing, and exploiting the secret activities of others. Together they
provide the capability to resist manipulation and control others to advantage. Counterintelligence protects
U.S. military, technological, and diplomatic secrets and turns adversary intelligence to U.S. advantage.
Covert action enables the United States to weaken adversaries and to assist allies who may be hampered by
open acknowledgment of foreign support.

Drawing on contemporary and historical literature, broad-ranging contacts with senior intelligence officials
in many countries, as well as his own research and experience as a longtime consultant to the U.S.
government, Godson traces the history of U.S. covert action and counterintelligence since 1945, showing
that covert action works well when it is part of a well-coordinated policy and when policy makers are
committed to succeeding in the long-term. Godson argues that the best counterintelligence is an offensive
defense. His exposition of the essential theoretical foundations of both covert action and counterintelligence,
supported by historical examples, lays out the ideal conditions for their use, as well as demonstrating why
they are so difficult to attain.

This book will be of interest to students and general readers interested in political science, national security,
foreign policy, and military policy.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Dawson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
will want this Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence.

Mary Lee:

The particular book Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence has a lot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Dwight Ivers:

Dirty Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Dirty
Tricks or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence however doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Ruth Little:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Dirty Tricks
or Trump Cards: U.S. Covert Action and Counterintelligence offer you a new experience in examining a
book.
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