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Combining history and anecdote, Barry Hatton paints an intimate portrait of a fascinating country and its
people

Portugal is an established member of the European Union, one of the founders of the euro currency and a
founding member of NATO. Yet it is an inconspicuous and largely overlooked country on the continent's
south-west rim.

Barry Hatton shines a light on this enigmatic corner of Europe by blending historical analysis with
entertaining personal anecdotes. He describes the idiosyncrasies that make the Portuguese unique and
surveys the eventful path that brought them to where they are today.

In the fifteenth-and sixteenth-century Age of Discovery the Portuguese led Europe out of the Mediterranean
into the Atlantic and they brought Asia and Europe together. Evidence of their one-time four-continent
empire can still be felt, not least in the Portuguese language which is spoken by more than 220 million
people from Brazil, across parts of Africa to Asia.

Analyzing present-day society and culture, The Portuguese also considers the nation's often tumultuous past.
The 1755 Lisbon earthquake was one of Europe's greatest natural disasters, strongly influencing continental
thought and heralding Portugal's extended decline. The Portuguese also weathered Europe's longest
dictatorship under twentieth-century ruler AntÃ³nio Salazar. A 1974 military coup, called the Carnation
Revolution, placed the Portuguese at the center of Cold War attentions. Portugal's quirky relationship with
Spain, and with its oldest ally England, is also scrutinized.

Portugal, which claims Europe's oldest fixed borders, measures just 561 by 218 kilometers. Within that
space, however, it offers a patchwork of widely differing and beautiful landscapes. With an easygoing and
seductive lifestyle expressed most fully in their love of food, the Portuguese also have an anarchical streak
evident in many facets of contemporary life. A veteran journalist and commentator on Portugal, the author
gives a thorough overview of his adopted country.
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From reader reviews:

Erica Rawlins:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Portuguese: A Modern History. Try to the actual book The Portuguese:
A Modern History as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and
beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The
book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Claire Davis:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Portuguese: A Modern History is kind of book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Annie Fowler:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Portuguese: A Modern History as your daily resource
information.

Terry McConnell:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for your
requirements is The Portuguese: A Modern History this book consist a lot of the information of the condition
of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes
this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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