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Titus Lucretius Carus was probably born in the early first century B.C., and died in the year 55. Little is
known of his life, although two tantalizing bits of gossip were passed on by St. Jerome: that he was poisoned
by a madness-inducing aphrodisiac given him by his wife, and that his great poem On the Nature of Things
was posthumously edited by Cicero. For the latter assertion, writes Anthony Esolen in his introduction to the
present volume, there is little evidence, and none whatsoever for the former.

What does survive is a masterful poetic work that stands as the greatest exposition of Epicurean philosophy.
Writing in the waning days of the Roman Republic?as Rome's politics grew individualistic and treacherous,
its high-life wanton, its piety introspective and morbid?Lucretius sets forth a rational and materialistic view
of the world which offers a retreat into a quiet community of wisdom and friendship.

Even to modern readers, the sweep of Lucretius's observations is remarkable. A careful observer of nature,
he writes with an innocent curiosity into how things are put together?from the oceans, lands, and stars to a
mound of poppy seeds, from the "applause" of a rooster's wings to the human mind and soul. Yet Lucretius is
no romantic. Nature is what it is?fascinating,purposeless, beautiful, deadly. Once we understand this, we free
ourselves of superstitious fears, becoming as human and as godlike as we can be. The poem, then, is about
the universe and how human beings ought to live in it. Epicurean physics and morality converge.

Until now, there has been no adequate English verse translation of Lucretius's work. Anthony Esolen fills
that gap with a version that reproduces?with remarkable faithfulness?the meaning, pace, and tone of the
original Latin.

Here is a book that will introduce a new generation of readers to a thinker whose powers of observation and
depth of insight remain fresh to the present day.

"Esolen has the rare gift of being both a fine poet and a lover of languages. His diction is poetic and natural;
he has a fine ear for sound, and the translation benefits greatly from being read aloud?as Latin poetry was
meant to be. This translation is clear and forceful. It can, and will, be read."?Kenneth J. Reckford, University
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled On the Nature of
Things: De rerum natura? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

Evelyn Blow:

This On the Nature of Things: De rerum natura are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this On the Nature of Things: De rerum natura can be on the list of great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually
with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this On
the Nature of Things: De rerum natura forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Mark Nixon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name On the Nature of
Things: De rerum natura suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book
untitled On the Nature of Things: De rerum naturais the one of several books in which everyone read now.
This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Shannon Palmer:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This On the Nature of Things: De rerum natura can
be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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