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NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST

NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY MICHIKO KAKUTANI, THE NEW
YORK TIMES • NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
TIME
 
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY MORE THAN 45 PUBLICATIONS,
INCLUDING
The New York Times Book Review • The Washington Post • NPR • The New Yorker • San Francisco
Chronicle • The Economist • The Atlantic • Newsday • Salon • St. Louis Post-Dispatch • The Guardian •
Esquire (UK) • GQ (UK)

Little Failure is the all too true story of an immigrant family betting its future on America, as told by a
lifelong misfit who finally finds a place for himself in the world through books and words. In 1979, a little
boy dragging a ginormous fur hat and an overcoat made from the skin of some Soviet woodland creature
steps off the plane at New York’s JFK International Airport and into his new American life. His troubles are
just beginning. For the former Igor Shteyngart, coming to the United States from the Soviet Union is like
stumbling off a monochromatic cliff and landing in a pool of Technicolor. Careening between his Soviet
home life and his American aspirations, he finds himself living in two contradictory worlds, wishing for a
real home in one. He becomes so strange to his parents that his mother stops bickering with his father long
enough to coin the phrase failurchka—“little failure”—which she applies to her once-promising son. With
affection. Mostly. From the terrors of Hebrew School to a crash course in first love to a return visit to the
homeland that is no longer home, Gary Shteyngart has crafted a ruthlessly brave and funny memoir of
searching for every kind of love—family, romantic, and of the self.

Praise for Little Failure

“Hilarious and moving . . . The army of readers who love Gary Shteyngart is about to get
bigger.”—The New York Times Book Review
 
“A memoir for the ages . . . brilliant and unflinching.”—Mary Karr
 
“Dazzling . . . a rich, nuanced memoir . . . It’s an immigrant story, a coming-of-age story, a becoming-a-
writer story, and a becoming-a-mensch story, and in all these ways it is, unambivalently, a success.”—Meg
Wolitzer, NPR
 
“Literary gold . . .  [a] bruisingly funny memoir.”—Vogue
 
“A giant success.”—Entertainment Weekly
 
“[Little Failure] finds the delicate balance between sidesplitting and heartbreaking.”—O: The Oprah
Magazine



 
“Should become a classic of the immigrant narrative genre.”—The Miami Herald
 
“As vivid, original and funny as any that contemporary U.S. literature has to offer.”—Los Angeles Times
 
“The very best memoirs perfectly toe the line between heartbreak and humor, and Shteyngart does just
that.”—Esquire
 
“Touching, insightful . . . [Shteyngart] nimbly achieves the noble Nabokovian goal of letting sentiment in
without ever becoming sentimental.”—The Washington Post
 
“[Shteyngart is] a successor to no less than Saul Bellow and Philip Roth.”—The Christian Science Monitor
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From reader reviews:

Vicki Shah:

The book Little Failure: A Memoir can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Little Failure: A Memoir? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Little Failure: A Memoir has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Beatrice Kennemer:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Little Failure: A Memoir book is readable by you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Little Failure: A Memoir
content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Little Failure: A Memoir is
not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Amber Tyson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Little Failure: A Memoir that give
your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
could pick Little Failure: A Memoir become your own personal starter.

Robert Baxter:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Little Failure: A Memoir is simple to
bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space
to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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